FI1HE following sheets were written to guard the minds of my
superiors against the suspicions to which all great political
movements are liable, especially such as pass at a distance from ob-
servation, and are attended with violent convulsions, or revolu-
tions in any of the great dependencies or relations of Government,
and to which from their conformity to that description my late tran-
sactions in Banaris were particularly exposed. On the same
grounds they are now made public for the purpose of effacing the
like unfavorable impressions from the breasts of my countrymen,
if I, or my actions, shall have been deemed of so much conse-
quence as to have drawn on me that effect of their attention.
Had I been prompted by the vain ambition of displaying my own
importance, a levity of which I have never betrayed any symp-
toms, I should certainly have selected other passages of my public
life for the gratification of such a disposition. I claim no merit
in having surmounted, by the successful zeal and exertions of
others, the troubles, of which though long before conceived, my
own acts had accelerated the birth; unless I may be allowed a
small portion of applause, that I never suffered them to embarrass
the hands in which I had left the care of the superior Govern-
ment, nor myself to despair of the public safety.
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